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Discussion and Notes Acid Safety 
Tips for Using Acids Safely in the Science Laboratory 

Concentrated acids are strongly corrosive to all body tissue, especially eyes and skin. Reviewing 
and understanding the properties and hazards of these materials will greatly reduce the risk of 
an accident. 

This safety meeting should take only 6-8 minutes to present. The discussion period will vary 
depending on the issues that need to be addressed. 

It is very important to keep a copy of these safety training notes and a signed attendance sheet 
to verifY that regular safety training meetings were held. The sign-up sheet is almost as important 
as the training notes and is usually the first thing that is reviewed by regulatory inspectors. A 
copy of the sign-up sheet we suggest using can be found at v/ww.:lnn,ci. -vlf 

Materials (one per staff member) 

• Flinn Scientific Science Department Safety Training Notes, Volume 7-3 

• Sign-u p sheet (one for gmu p) 

Additional Questions for Discussion 
1.	 Are acids and bases stored in approved corrosives cabinets? Are nitric acid and acetic acid 

stored separately from one another? 

2.	 What actions, if any, may be needed to improve the storage of acids and other chemicals in 
the science department? 

3. Are the proper spill control materials needed to clean up acid spills available in every 
location where acids will be dispensed or used? 

4.	 Does the science department or the school have a written first aid policy? What is the first 
aid policy for dealing with skin contact of potentially hazardous chemicals? 

We Welcome Your Comments 
Are the Science Department Safety TI'aining Notes useful to you? Are they working for you and 
your department? Do you have any suggestions for topics that you would like to see covered or 
for how we can improve these notes! We I-eally want to hear from you! Please e-mail us with 
your comments and suggestions. Our e-mail address is·'c,··, 
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