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Discussion and Notes Chemical Spill Control 
No matter what precautions are taken, sooner or later an accidental chemical spill will occur. It 
is important to know how to prevent spills, make sure proper safety equipment is available to 
contain and control spills, and understand how to use spill control equipment. This month's 
safety training notes review the basic principles of preventing and responding to laboratory 
chemical spills. With proper equipment, procedures, and training, many spills can be prevented 
and spills that do occur can be handled safely and effectively. 

The safety meeting should take 6-8 minutes to present. The discussion period will vary depending 
on the issues that need to be addressed or additional question that teachers may have. 

It is important to keep a copy of these safety training notes and a signed attendance sheet 
to verifY that regular safety training meetings are being held. The sign-up sheet is almost as 
important as the training notes and is usually the first thing that is requested and reviewed by 
regulatory inspectors. A copy of the sign-up sheet we suggest using can be found at 
www.flinnsci.com/Sections/Safet;y/SNoteslsign up. pdf. 

Materials (one per staff member) 

• Flinn Scientific Science Department Safety Training Notes, Volume 8-7 

• Sign-up Sheet (one for group) 

Discussion Topics 
1. Review and assess the location of spill control equipment in the science department. 

2. What is the department policy or safety contract policy with regard to having students 
clean up minor spills on their bench? Should a teacher be involved to make sure the spill is 
properly cleaned? 

3. If time allows, simulate a chemical spill with water and use sand as the control material. 
Note how quickly the "spill" spreads. Practice applying the spill control material around 
the spill and then onto the spill. Training is one of the most important components of an 
effective safety program. 

We Welcome Your Comments 

Are the Science Department Safety Training Notes useful to you? Are they working for you and 
your department? If you have any suggestions for topics that you would like to see covered or 
for how we can improve these notes, we would really like to hear from you! Please e-mail us with 
your comments and suggestions. Our e-mail addressisflinn@flinnsci.com. 
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