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Fire Safety Basics 
All science teaching staff should be trained in using a fire extinguisher. Besides reviewing today's 

Flinn Safety Notes, we also encourage you co contact your local fire department and have them 
come to the school and conduct hands-on training in how to use a fire extinguisher to put out a 

real fire. You want to pick a day that is calm with little wind. Training should be done in an open 
athletic field away from all buildings and cars. Training for a staff of 12 teachers will take about 

an hour. The fire department will bring a large shallow pan in which they will start a fire. The 
school will need to provide the extinguishers. In many cases, a phone call to the fire protection 
company that leases, inspects and refills the extinguishers at your school will cause them to loan 
you 4-5 units that you can use in this training session. The com pany typically will donate the 

cost to recharge the extinguishel's. This type of hands-on training is invaluable. The teachers will 
never forget this experience. Should a fire extinguisher ever need to be used, they will be ready. 

The safety meeting should take only 6-8 minutes to present. The discussion period will vary 
depending on the issues that need to be addl·essed. 

It is important to keep a copy of these safety meeting notes and a signed attendance sheet to 
verifY that regular safety training meetings were held. The sign-up sheet is almost as important 

as the meeting notes and is usually the first thing that is reviewed by regulatory inspectors. A 
copy of the sign-up sheet we suggest using can be found at "w, :11""';11 en", .,.. 
C ,."F 

Materials (one per staff member) 

• Flinn Scientific Science Department Safety Training Notes, Volume 7-8 

• ABC Dry Chemical Fire Extinguisher (one for the group) 

• Sign-up sheet (one fOI' the group) 

Additional Questions for Discussion 
1.	 What type ofinspeetlon and maintenance schedule does the school follow for fire
 

extinguishers?
 

2.	 How quickly should we expect a defective fire extinguisher to be repaired? 

3. Are flammable liquids under control and properly stored in approved and dedicated
 

flammables cabinets?
 

4.	 Do student safety rules include fire safety Issues? 

5. Are students using the lowest pOSSible fire I'isk equipment when heating substances in the
 

laboratory (e.g., hot plates and hot water baths)?
 

6.	 Does your school have class D fire extinguishers available for when reactive metals like
 
sodium, potassium, lithium ol-magnesium are used?
 

We Welcome Your Comments 
Are the Science Department Safety Trainll1g Notes useful to you? Are they working for you and 
your department? We would love to hear from you if you have any suggestions for topics that 
you would like to see covered or for how we can improve these safety training notes. Please 
e-mail us with your comments and suggestions. Our e-mail address is:liilu(;?J1inn>~:i(Q'r1. 
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