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Handling Live Animals in the Classroom

Keeping live animals in biology and life science classrooms can help students develop
observational skills and nurture their interest in biology. Teachers should be aware of potential
safety issues associated with handling live animals, and they must plan in advance for the ethical
and responsible care of animals.

This safety meeting should take 6-8 minutes to present. The discussion period will vary
depending on the issues that need to be addressed.

It is very important to keep these safety notes and a signed attendance sheet to verify that regular
safety training meetings were held. The sign-up sheet is almost as important as the meeting
notes and is usually the first thing that is rewewed by reguiatory inspectors. A copy of the sign-up
sheet we suggest using can be found at: Frnne coms Secnons/S nunpdf
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Materials (one per staff member)

¢ Flinn Scientific Science Department Safety Training Notes, Volume 7-7

& Sign-up sheet (one for group)

Additional Questions for Discussion
1. What are some of the most important reasons or learning goals in your curriculum for
keeping live animals in classrooms?

2. Is it possible for teachers to share the care of long-lived animals?

3. Animals will need daily care during long breaks and over the summer. How will extended
care be handled?

4. Ifan animal becomes seriously ill, what steps should be taken to ensure the safety of the
students and staff as well as the best outcome for the animal?

5. Are there procedures in place in case an animal escapes?

We Welcome Your Comments

Are the Science Department Safety Training Notes useful to you? Are they working for you and
your department? We would love to hear from you if you have any suggestions for topics that
you would like to see covered or for how we can improve these safety tralmng notes. Please

e-mail us with your comments and suggestions. Our e-mail address is i ' :
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