
Discussion and Notes 

Animals should only be 
kept in the classroom to 
facilitate learning. In the 
case ofyounger students) it 
is probably best to remove 
animals fron? the classroom 
before students lose interest 
in them. 

The ultimate transfe(, 
disposition or fate ofany 
ani/nal must be carefully 
considered before it is brought 
into the classroom. 

•	 Prepare all necessary materials (cu Itures, cages, etc.) before the arrival of the organisms. 

Anticipate all of the organism's needs so that upon arrival, the organisms will be treated 

humanely. 

•	 Open shiplilents of live nlaterials immediately and follo\,v all directions for their care. 

•	 All aninlals must be provided vvith appropriate food, space, cleanliness, water, shelter, 

and day-to-day care. 

•	 Involve students in the care and nlaintenance of the organisnls from the day of their 

arrival. Avoid animal &lctivities that are beyond the developrnental level of students. 

•	 Occasionally, a student might have an allergic reaction to a certain kind of animal or 

dust from an anirnal enclosure. If so, the student and animal should not be forced into 

proxi n1 ity of each other. 

•	 Do not allovv imported exotic a.nimals, wild animals, injured or stray animals, or known 

poisonous anirrlals in your c1assroolll. Bringing pets such as cats, dogs, etc. can quickly 

become a disaster for a variety of reasons and is strongly discouraged. 

•	 Students should alvva}/s vvash their hands before and after feeding, handling or cleaning 

animals. 

•	 Only healthy animals should be used. Stay alert to any changes in an animal's behavior 

or eating habits. Seek pr'ofessional help frorn a vetet-inarian if a diagnosis is necessary. 

•	 Some organisrns bite, sri ng, or carry diseases that can be transmitted to humans. While 

these facts may not preclude keeping such anitllals, it does tllean that all appropriate and 

sensible precautions must be taken. Cloves, cages, and other species-specific materials 

should be available. 

•	 Although students are generally interested in anil1lals, not all students rnay share the same 

enthusiastll. Be sensitive to feelings offear or dislike, and also to phobias about certain 

animals (snakes, spiders, etc.). Never force students to become involved with an animal. 

Transfer, Disposition or Fate of i\nitnals 
Ethical and hunlane care of live animals requires that teachers plan responsibly in advance for 

the eventual transfer, disposition or' rate of an organistn. Teachers should also plan for the care 

and feeding of animals during school breaks. Anililals that are not native to a given area or 

ani mals that have been purchased (even if they are thought to be native to an area) shou Id not 
be released into the vvild. (They may suffer and die or they 111ay become established and cause 

ecological damage.) Animals are often transferred to another teacher who will be responsible for 

its care. In SOtlle cases, students vvill \tvant to tllake an aninlal a personal pet. (This, of course, 

can be done only if the student and parents agree and are knowledgable about the animal and 

its needs.) 

Flilm Scielltific Values Your SU}Jport 
Flinn Scientific has provided your Science Departtnent Safety Training Notes. Without your orders, 

the safety training notes and the indispensable Flinn Scientific Catalog/Reference Manual would not be 

possible. Please continue to support our efforts to irnprove safety in school science labs by sending 

Flinn Scientific YOUt~ valuable orders. 
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Discussion and Notes Handling Live Animals in the Classroom 
Keeping live animals in biology and life science classrooms can help students develop 

observational skills and nurture their interest in biology. Teachers should be aware of potential 

safety issues associated with handling live animals, and they must plan in advance for the ethical 

and responsible care ofaninlals. 

This safety meeting should take 6·--8 minutes to present. The discussion period will vary 

depending on the issues that need to be addressed. 

It is very important to keep these safety notes and a signed attendance sheet to verify that regular 

safety training meetings were held. -rhe sign-up sheet is alrnost as important as the nleeting 

notes and is usually the first thing that is revie\t\led by regulatory inspectors. A copy of the sign-up 
sheet we suggest using can be found at \.': .. \.'\ t) (::\«'n<~: ·r'r:("ly;~;(:d-(::<-.\.!/S~~or.cs/s~~!nu[), Ddf. 

Materials (one per staff rnember) 

• Flinn Scientific Science Department Safety Training Notes, Volume 7-7 

• Sign-u p sheet (one for grou p) 

Additional Questions for Discussion 
1. What are some of the most irnportant reasons or learning goals in your curriculum for 

keeping live animals in classrooms? 

2. Is it possible for teachers to share the care of long-lived anilllals? 

3. Animals will need daily care during long breaks and over the summer. How will extended 

care be handled? 

4. If an animal becomes seriously ill, what steps should be taken to ensure the safety of the 

students and staff as well as the best outcorne for the animal? 

5. Are there procedures in place in case an anirnal escapes? 

We \Velcome Your Conl.nlents 
Are the Science Department Safety -Training Notes useful to you? Are they working for you and 

your department? We would love to hear from you if you have any suggestions for topics that 

you would like to see covered or for how we can itnprove these safety training notes. Please 
e-mail us \t\lith your comments and suggestions. Our e-mail address is n ~::,,,-.., ,-,Co cn,'n 
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