Internet Safety Committee

Meeting Minutes

February 22, 2007

The MCPS Internet Safety Committee met on Feb. 22, 2007. The following members were present:

Harvey Goodwin, Amy French, Claude Miles, Don Simpkins, Alicia McGee, Tara Grant, Kelly Knachel, Lynn Yates, Danny Knott, Donna Fortune, Joshua Hollifield, Jennifer Mooney, Pam DiIola, April Lester

Harvey Godwin, Director of Technology, opened the meeting by explaining the purpose of the committee. It was formed to finalize the Internet Safety chapter of the Technology Plan. The committee will also update the student Acceptable Use Policies, and create an MCPS Staff Acceptable Use Policy. It was explained that the work of this committee will result in a draft must be approved by the MCPS attorney, and the School Board.

Claude Miles gave a summary of the three components of the Internet Safety portion of the Technology Plan. 

Current Status- ITRTs are presenting at PTA meetings, providing resources, and information, and maintaining a website on Internet Safety.

 Needs- MCPS needs to develop a program that is integrated throughout the curriculum. Teachers should use “teachable moments” to support Internet Safety. MCPS also needs to revise current student AUP, and create an AUP for Staff. 

Action Plan- The action plan is a reflection of needs with goals and timelines added

 The committee agreed that no changes were neccessary.

The committee discussed the current student AUP for K-5. It was suggested that the current AUP for K-5 is not “age appropriate”. The committee agreed to divide into sub groups to draft an AUP that is age appropriate. One sub group will focus on the K-5 AUP and the other will focus on the 6-12th grade AUP.

Members of each sub group were assigned sections of the AUP to rewrite before the next meeting. 

The committee spent time brainstorming a list of issues to be considered while drafting a Staff AUP for MCPS: 

· Sharing logins 

· Requiring students have signed AUP before using computer

· Engaging in commercial activity during work hours

· Engaging in online entertainment while during work hours.

Claude will email the current policy that specifies acceptable use practices by staff.

Don Simpkins agreed to set up an online page in Moodle where members of the committee can access committee information and communicate. 

It was suggested that the Schools’ webpages have a link to the MCPS Internet Safety website.

We agreed the next meeting will be March 6 at 4pm at CMS library. 

