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Montgomery County Public Schools 

Framework for K-5 Curriculum Delivery  
1. MCPS has division curriculum guides for Grades K-5 that 1) specify the skills, strategies, processes, content, and concepts that students should know and be able to do and 2) align with the Virginia Standards of Learning and the Virginia Curriculum Frameworks.

2. Grade-level Virginia Standards of Learning are necessary but are not sufficient to build conceptual/foundational knowledge in the four core content areas.  Additional considerations as listed below are necessary in order for students to build background knowledge and be prepared for subsequent grade-level, curricular objectives.

· In language arts, the explicit skills, strategies, and content need to be specified.  Curriculum guides include this level of specificity based on the Houghton Mifflin reading program.  
· In mathematics, in addition to the grade-level standards, the foundational knowledge upon which the next grade level builds must also be taught.  Curriculum guides include these foundational objectives based on the mathematics program:  Everyday Mathematics.

· In science, inquiry-based process skills are integral to teaching and learning science.  These skills are explicitly sited throughout the science curriculum document.

· In social studies, the skills and content related to history, geography, economics and civics are specific for each grade level.  Students should be actively engaged in learning experiences utilizing activities and resources included in the curriculum guides.  

3. MCPS has division pacing guides that specify the themes, units, standards, and/or content to be taught each grading period (K by 9-weeks; Grades 1-5 by 6-weeks) in language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies.

· The pacing of K-2 reading instruction for MCPS is the Houghton Mifflin scope and sequence of skills, strategies, content, and processes.  

· The pacing of mathematics instruction for MCPS is the Everyday Mathematics scope and sequence of skills, strategies, content, and processes.

· The pacing for Grades 4 and 5 social studies follows the chronology of Virginia history.

4. MCPS has grade-level, pacing documents organized by grading period that include all four curricular areas.  The expectation is that the objectives listed for each 6-week (9-week in K) period are all addressed within the 6 weeks (9 weeks) time frame. 
5. Division-wide, teachers and principals are expected to use the curriculum guides and the teacher-developed pacing guides.  Schools and/or teachers will have the flexibility to adjust the curriculum content within, but not across, grading periods.

6. The expectation is that all four content areas are taught every day.  However, at times there may be projects or experiments planned that may take an extended amount of time and on a given day shorten time devoted to another content area.  This is understandable and during these times, teachers should use their own professional judgment as they plan their daily schedules. Teachers should allot appropriate time, as needed, to ensure objectives are met. 
 

7. Time allotted for instruction in each core area will follow Virginia Standards of Accreditation (8 VAC 20-131-80) quoted below:

A. The elementary school shall provide each student a program of instruction which corresponds to the Standards of Learning for English, mathematics, science, and history/social science. 

B. In kindergarten through grade three, reading, writing, spelling and mathematics shall be the focus of the instructional program.

C. To provide students with sufficient opportunity to learn, a minimum of 75 percent of the annual instructional time of 990 hours shall be given to instruction in the disciplines of English, mathematics, science, and history/social science.  Students who are not successfully progressing in early reading proficiency, or who are unable to read with comprehension the materials necessary for instruction shall receive additional instructional time in reading.  

8. Teachers are expected to use their knowledge regarding a) learning and the human brain, b) research on best practices, and c) assessments of their students’ developing competencies to guide and inform their instruction.
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