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Newspaper Article: “Lynch Law in
Virginia”

Activity: “From Whose Perspective?”

Distribute copies of the newspaper article to students.
Have students read the headlines. Discuss their meanings,
and ensure that students understand what lynch law or
lynching means. As a group, read the article aloud. Have
students reconstruct what they believe happened. Following
this, use these questions to generate a class discussion:
¢ When was this article probably written? What clues in the
new story help determine the time period?

¢ From whose viewpoint is this article written?

¢ Why does the article use the term, “colored men?” Why is
that term not used today?

¢ This article was published in a newspaper called The
Richmond Planet that was published by an African-
American man. How do you think the mainstream press
reported this story?

¢ How would the mainstream press relate such a story
today?

Discuss societal changes that have occurred since the
turn of the century. Racism still exists today, but often isn’t
as overt. Have students bring in news stories that tell about
racism. Talk about the articles and about what students can
do to combat prejudice.
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