
A Salute to Vietnam Veterans: 
The Unsung Heroes 

 
 In contrast, the Vietnam War marked the first time in history 
that United States military leaders failed to achieve their goals in 
a foreign war.  Americans today still disagree on the country's 
policies and involvement in Vietnam.  Some analysts believe that 
the United States had a responsibility to help South Vietnam 
protect itself from the Communist invasion.  These people believe 
that the growing unpopularity of the war hampered the United 
States from using its full military capabilities to win.  On the other 
side of the issue, many Americans believed our involvement was 
unjustified and that the United States should stay out of foreign 
conflicts that do not directly threaten its security or interest.  The 
war became increasingly unpopular with Americans because of 
events such as the My Lai Massacre, the riots at Kent State, and 
the publishing of the secret Pentagon Papers. 
 
 Unlike veterans returning home from other wars, soldiers 
who fought in Vietnam did not receive parades, gratitude, or 
appreciation for their heroism.  This was a result of the intense 
controversy over United States involvement in the war.  In many 
cases, the efforts of Vietnam veterans were totally ignored or 
criticized even though they had fought under extremely difficult 
conditions against guerrilla tactics.  Some veterans returned 
home physically disabled, and many were affected psychologically 
and emotionally.  Subsequently, many returning veterans 
suffered the effects of drug abuse, depression, and high 
unemployment and divorce rates.  In time, however, Vietnam 
veterans organized protests to alert the country of the emotions 
they felt. 
 

In recent years, many stories, books, documentaries, and 
movies have been made portraying the plight of Vietnam 
veterans and the many intolerable conditions they were forced to 
endure during their service.  Americans now honor and recognize 
the many feats of heroism shown by the brave men and women 
who served during the Vietnam War. 




